                                                        NEWSLETTER  JANUARY 2009




Dear Cathedral Families,
My sincere wishes to you and your family for a happy, healthy, and blessed New Year!
As we begin 2009, we have a few friendly reminders that will benefit all:
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· Please do not send your child to school before 8:00 AM since teacher/homeroom supervision does not start until that time.  The school day begins at 8:10 AM.  

· Children are coming to school still ill with fever and other symptoms.  These conditions only increase the chance of spreading infection to other children. Please keep children home if this is the case. Also, make sure we have all updated phone numbers so that your child will not have to sit in our office all day feeling ill (if we do not have a volunteer nurse.) This happened a few times already this year!

· If a non-custodial parent wishes monthly parent letters, etc., please send in 12 self-addressed, stamped envelopes to your child’s teacher. 
· We broadcast our school closings or delays through channel 69 – and all local radio stations.  Up-to-date information is available on our webpage at www.cathedral-church.org/school. Our rule of thumb is that we follow Parkland School District based on bussing. 
· A two-hour delay warrants no AM preschool or no AM Cathedral Care.  With regard to early dismissals, please have a plan in place so your child is prepared upon dismissal.
·     The day we return after a snow day, the students will receive the regularly scheduled lunch for that  

      day.  

(Snow day lunch questions may be directed to Mrs. Stribula.) If students' lunch selections and monies are not returned on the final day and date indicated, please know that late lunch choices and monies will be returned. We have a commitment to the caterer to phone lunch numbers in by a certain date and time.  Please realize if you miss the deadline, you must pack lunch for your child that month.
I would like to call your attention to our School Improvement Plan which addresses math problem solving and comprehension of word problems along with reading comprehension across the content area.  We are scheduled for a review through the Governor’s Academy in January based on our last four months.  

With the many new reading programs we are piloting, our testing procedures across the board have changed to develop and promote higher level thinkers.  Rather than testing our students on direct recall and basic concepts, we are challenging our students to make inferences and find evidence to support generalizations.  With this form of testing, our students will ultimately develop the skills to analyze, synthesize, and evaluate their work based on a set of criteria.  As you are reviewing your child’s weekly tests, please keep this in mind.  Our goal is for each student to always work to his/her potential while recognizing individuality and strengths.

In closure, we are preparing for Catholic Schools Week which will be held from January 25th through January 30th.  This year’s theme, Celebrating Service, will provide many informative programs and activities.  A follow-up letter will expand on our week’s plans. 

May 2009 fill you with peace, joy, and an appreciation of your child’s gifts.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Robin Fredericks
Principal
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